


Short History- tf 

'@e Hop Growers' Fire Relief Association 

Its Aims, Benefits, Cost, Etc. 

Butteville, Marlon County, Oregon. 
To U1e Public: 

The H'op Growers' Fire Reller Association was organized 
fourteen years ago, by llle Hop G·t·owe1·s near the town of 
Buttevllle, Marion County, Oregon. 

The membership at that time was confined to certain 
limfted territory, and was quite small. As the hop industry 
increased the limited territory was extended from time to 
time untiJ at the present writing it embraces the entire 
W11Jamette Valley. 

The Bol) Growers organized for the purpose of secur· 
lng safe pr-otection against fire at a reasonable cost; how 
well they bave succeeded Is lestlfied lo by the extremely 
low average pet· year for the past fourteen years, which 
is $2.90 per $1,000 for entire year on bop kiln risks. Al
though each loss sustained bas been fully paid, tor the 
vast. eight years no assessment bas been necessary, the 
small annual renewal fee exacted of members being more 
than sufficient t.o cover all losses. · 

This highly desirable condition bas been, brought about 
by the care exercised In accepting risks, the safeguards 
required, and the caution the individual members exercise, 
In bop drying time. 

Tbe honesty. Integrity and business ca paci ty of the 
Board of Directors, in managing the affairs of the Asso
ciation, Is best attested to hy the extreme ly low annual 
!lues the members are paYing for what has always been 
considered lhe most ha:~Jardous of risks. 

'l'he uniform safe way in which hop kilns are built 
through011t this vaJley ls largely accounted for liecause o! 
the conditions necessary to insure same In this Associa
tion. 

(For particulars how to join, cofit, etc., see By-Laws 
contained in this book.) 



Hop Growing Is one of if not the leading agricultural 
Industries ot this valley. Last yeat· Oregon produced some 
90,000 bales of about 200 pounds each . or 18,000,000 pounds. 
Oregon hops lead the world In quallty, flavor and beaut y. 

Tbll·ty-slx thousand men, women and chlldren are em· 
ploye(l annually and enjoy a healthy, profi table outing In 
gathering and harvesting tltls crop. These pickers in ad
dition to gaining heallh , carry off from lhe bop fields, as a 
result of lheir Industry, $1,000,000-one million dollars 
each season. 

lf the growing crop will yield 80.000 bales in this state, 
or about 16,000,000 pounds, a t the price now obtainable by 
conlmct, the value or the c rop will reach $3,500.000. 

The hop Industry has a great future in Oregon. '£he 
Hop Growers' FIJ·e Relief Association will keep pace wl(h 
the Industry, and enileavor at all times to be up to date. 

This litt.le band book is presented you by The Hop 
Growers' Fire Relief Association. It Is lhe first of Its kind 
ever a ttempted. We hope that it wUI enable you to keep a 
record of your business In a concise and systematic manner. 
We beg that you may appreciate its good points and over
look Its faults. 

It this bool;: wlll save you time, keep you posted and 
faithfully record the year 's transactions for future rater
once, then we consider our object attained. 

With best wishes fo1· your welfal'e, success of this As
sociation. and prosperity of tbe hop Industry or the state, 
we are, 

Yours very truly, 

THE HOP GROWERS' FIRE RIDLTEJF ASSOCIATION, 

By HENRY L. BElNTS, Secretary. 

Directors. 

W. R. McKay, C. F. Barrett, W. F. Young, John Murray, 
T. C. Ackerson. 

Officers . 

John Mu!'l'ay .... . .... . . .. .. ... . . . ... . . . .. .... .. Presldent 
Henry L. Dents ... . . .... . .... ... . .. . . . . .... . ... Secretary 
W. E. Uer ........ . . . . .. ..... . .. . .... . . ..... . .. T reasurer 



GROWTH OF THIS ASSOCIATION. 

SUMMARY YEAR 1890. 

First Year--1890. 

Amount of property at risk ........ ...... ..... .. $ 40,000.00 
Lat·gest sum on any one risk . ......... .. . .. ... . 1,000.00 
Cash in treasury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.39 

Fifth Year--1895. 

Amount of property at risk ........ .. .. .. .... . . $215,490.00 
Largest sum on one risk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000.00 
Cash In treasury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,123.63 
Number of policies in force .......... .. ..... . ....•.. .. 390 

Tenth Year--1900. 

Amount of property at risk .. .. . . .............. . $348,514.00 
Largest sum in any one risk.. .. ..... . . . ....... . 1,000.00 
Cash in treasury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,795.24 
Number of.pol!cies in force .... . .. ..... . ..... .. ........ GOO 

Fourteenth Year-1904. 

Amount of property at risk . . ... .. ... . . . .... ... . $926,839.00 
Largest sum on one risk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,000.00 
Cash in treasury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,555.30 
Average cost per $1,000 tor 14 years. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.90 
Number of policies In force . ............... .. .. .. . .. .. 1004 

Regu lations and By-L aws 

of the 

HOP GROWERS' FIRE RELIEF ASSOCIATION 

of Butteville, Oregon. 

Wlbereas, The pr•esent high rate- of Insurance on the 
pt'Qperty of Hop Growers Is out of proportion to the risk 
incurred by Insurers, we, the Hop Growers residing within 
the hereinafter described tenitory, do hereby aasoclate 
ourselves as a co·opeTatlve society for· our mutual protec· 
tion, and not for profit, and for the I)Urpose of securing 
such pr·otection and insuring our property against fire upon 
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INSURANCE ---
rRANf.IS rW(R, Pres. JOHN MURRAY, Treas. HENRY L 8C.NTI, $«. 

------- THt ------

Farmers' Fire Relief Association 
Buttevllle, Oreg on 

STRONGEST, CHEAPEST, MOST RELIABLE 

By ins uring in the Farmers' Fire Relief Associa
tion you keep your money in your pocket until a loss 
occurs and then you contribute your mite to assist a 
worthy neighbor aud friend. We have none of the 
expenses with which other companies are burdened. 
\Ve insure for mutual protection and not for profit, 
or in other words, ''at actual cost." 

Cost to Join.-Any person wishing to j oin may 
do so by paying $1 .oo membership fee, 25 cents per 
$Ioo for dwellings and contents; so cents per $Ioo 
for barns, school houses, churches and contents. This 
entitles the applicant to a life membership, and a cer
tificate of insurance good for five years, subject to such 
assessments as may be necessary to cover losse& as 
they may occur during that time. 

Wzllzdrawai.-Any member may withdraw at any 
time by returning his certificate to the Secretary, re· 
q uesting its cancellation, provided, all dues aud assess
ments up to that time have been paid. 

For further particulars address the secretary, 

HENRY L. BENTS 
A u r ora. O relfoa, r . R. . D . No. 8 

BoAilD OP OrlU!CTollll: Francis Full~r. W. R. Mc:Kay, \\' , 'ft, Uer, 
W T Coleman , J. S . Vaughu , JobQ Murrtly, Henry I •. Benta. 



Beardsley McCabe Waterville 

IMPROVED HOP PRESS 

Wallace, Corcoran & North 
PACIFIC COAST AGENTS 

241-243 Front St. Portland, Oregon 



The RobetTts 
ImptToved Hop SptTayerr 

"The Only Successful Spra.ycz·." 
Over 250 Mncltiucs n OIV in usc 
oo the Pacific Const . . . , . 

For Further Parti culars Address 

f'{ettman ~labett & Co. 
TACOlYI.A , WAS}i. 

Owners of Patent Rights and Sole Manufacturers 



HOP BUYERS 

H. J. MILLER 
HOP MERCH.ANT 

Contracts made. Picking money furnished. 
Highest Prices Paid. 

Correspondence Promptly Answered. 

AURORA, OREGON 

J . W . S E AVEY J. J . MET ZLER 

GROWERS AND DEALERS 
OREGON AND WASHINGTON 

P. 0 . Box608 Phone Main 2107 
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